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EDITOR’S SECTION 
 
Dear Colleagues, 

We issue this Newsletter to provide 
information on activities related to GIREP as a 
Community and GIREP vzw as a legal 
organization. We are very grateful to the 
Organizing Committees of the GIREP-EPEC 
2023 Conference held 3-7 July 2023 in Košice. 
Slovakia. We are delighted to announce that 
the 4th World Conference in Physics Education 
(WCPE) will be held in August  26 – 30, 2024 in 
Krakow, Poland. We are planning the next 
GIREP conference will be held in Leiden, the 
Netherlands, June 30 to July 4, 2025. 

We report on GIREP publications arising from 
GIREP webinar organized by University of 
Malta during 10-12 November 2021, the 3rd 
WCPE conference organized by Hanoi National 
University of Education during 13-17 December 
2021 and GIREP 2022 Conference hosted by 
the University of Ljubljana on 4-8 July 2022. On 
behalf of the GIREP community we would like 
to invite you to contribute to the GIREP 
Newsletter Please, send contributions for the 
next GIREP Newsletter to GIREP Secretary, 
secretary@girep.org 

 We thank you all for your ongoing 
contributions and look forward to your 
continued support and collaboration. 

Eilish McLoughlin  
GIREP President

 
Since February 2013, the GIREP newsletter has been recorded permanently as online publication in the ISSN register: 
ISSN 2307-0366   

Key title: GIREP newsletter  
Abbreviated key title: GIREP news  
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GIREP VZW BOARD ACTIVITIES 
 

The GIREP vzw Board for the period 2024-2027 consists of seven members with the following roles and 
responsibilities:  

● GIREP President - Eilish McLoughlin - with responsibility for GB meetings, relationship with cooperating 
bodies and editorial policy. 

● GIREP Vice-President - Dagmara Sokolowska - with responsibility for activities aimed at teachers and 
schools and country representatives. 

● GIREP Vice-President - Claudio Fazio - with responsibility for Universities and research, GIREP Thematic 
Groups. 

● GIREP Treasurer - Paul Logman - with responsibility for financial management and membership. 
● GIREP Secretary - with responsibility for secretarial functions, newsletter and updating handbook. 
● GIREP Media Officer - Stamatis Vokos  - with responsibility for Media and communications. 
● GIREP Policy Officer - Edit Yerushami - with responsibility for young researchers, educational policies, 

emerging issues, etc. 

Since the last Newsletter No. 69, published in December 2023 the GIREP Board (GB) took part in six online meetings 
and the work of the GB has focused on: 

• Establishment of new GIREP Board and allocation of roles and responsibilities  2024-2027. 
• Preparation of GIREP vzw annual reports and updating GIREP Handbook of internal regulations. 
• Organisation of future GIREP conferences: 

• 4th World Conference on Physics Education 26-30 August 2024 in Jagiellonian University in Krakow. 
• GIREP 2025 Conference to be held 30th June - 4th July 2025 in Leiden University, the Netherlands. 

• Preparation of post conference publications from: 
• 3rd World Conference on Physics Education 13-17 December 2021, hosted by Hanoi National 

University of Education. 
• GIREP 2022 Conference held 4-8 July at the University of Ljubljana, hosted by colleagues from the 

Faculty of Education and Faculty of Mathematics and Physics. 
• GIREP-EPEC 2023 Conference held 3-7 July 2023, hosted by colleagues from the Faculty of Science, 

Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in Košice. 
• Support and development of GIREP Thematic Groups and International Communities. 
• GIREP vzw cooperation with eleven partner organizations on the basis of signed agreements and with two 

other organizations without a signed agreement. 
• GIREP agreements with Springer and IOP Journal of Conference Proceedings. 
• Involvement of GIREP national representatives. 
• Development of GIREP website and social media Channels. 
• Preparation of GIREP newsletters (available at: ISSN 2307-0366). 
 

GIREP VZW MEMBERSHIP FEES 

GIREP had 217 full registered members as of 31st December 2023. We encourage everyone to pay GIREP 
membership fees and provide your support for GIREP activities. We remind you that GIREP members can attend 
GIREP events with a reduced rate! The membership fee will be increased to €40, with effect from January 1st, 2024. 
Link to GIREP Membership Fees webpage:  https://www.girep.org/membership-fees/  
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GIREP GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2024 

The GIREP vzw General Assembly will be held online (using Zoom meetings) with a call for first convocation on: 

● Tuesday 21st May 3:00-5:00pm (CET) 

In the case that we do not reach the required number of members at the first convocation (half of the members plus 
one) then we will host a second convocation on: 

● Wednesday 5th June 3:00-5:00pm (CET) 
 
 
Agenda for GIREP General Assembly 2024: 

1. Welcome Address  
2. Approval of the minutes of the GIREP vzw General Assembly 2023 
3. Approval of the GIREP vzw Annual Report 2023, including 

a. GIREP vzw activities 2023 
b. Financial report 2023 and provisional financial budget 2024  
c. Auditor’s report 2023  

4. Approval to discharge the GIREP vzw Board 2023 
5. Approval of GIREP vzw Board 2024-2027 
6. Approval of GIREP vzw Auditor 2024-2027 
7. Approval of the GIREP Handbook of Internal Regulations  
8. GIREP fee and policy for membership  
9. Activities in 2024 and future activities:  

a. GIREP Books 
b. GTG activities 
c. GIREP website and social media 
d. Sara Barbieri Prize 
e. GIREP Cooperating Bodies 
f. GIREP Conferences 
g. GIREP summer school 

10. Activities proposals by GIREP members 
11. Varia 

 

As described in the statues of the GIREP organisation (https://www.girep.org/about/girep-statute/) only active 
members can vote at the GIREP General Assembly. Each member has one vote. Members may be represented at the 
GA by another member by written proxy. GIREP annual reports are shared on the members area of the GIREP 
website: https://www.girep.org/about/annual-reports/ 
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4th WORLD CONFERENCE IN PHYSICS EDUCATION, 2024 IN KRAKOW 
               

                                                                                              
The Fourth World Conference on Physics Education (WCPE) will be held on 26 - 30 August, 2024 in Krakow, Poland, 
organised by the Faculty of Physics, Astronomy and Computer Science of the Jagellonian University, in cooperation 
with the Groupe International de Recherche sur l'Enseignement de la Physique (GIREP vzw) and the International 
Commission on Physics Education – Commission 14 (ICPE-C14) of the International Union for Pure and Applied Physics 
(IUPAP), the Faculty of Physics and Astronomy, University of Wroclaw, Poland  and with the contribution and 
endorsement of the cooperating bodies of GIREP.  After the successful first WCPE in Istanbul (2012) and the second 
WCPE in São Paulo (2016), the third WCPE (2021) was organised online with the support of colleagues from Hanoi 
National University of Education, the University of Wroclaw and the University of Guayaquil. 

             
 
 
The conference theme was chosen as the 4th World Conference on Physics Education – Embracing Changes Together 
to reflect the need to join all educational forces, namely researchers in physics education, teachers, and policymakers, 
to address through a collaborative effort the challenges upfront physics education emerging from the rapidly changing 
world and the urgent need of a paradigm shift in physics education at schools and in physics teacher education. The 
Conference will be structured to help foster collaborations on physics education research and development, which 
can transcend national boundaries. The goal will be reached through working sessions, which will develop action plans 
that strengthen the teaching and learning of physics at all levels and in many countries.  
 
The organizers would like to invite local teachers and teachers from all over the world to participate in the WCPE as 
collaborators and partners of physics education researchers, presenting their own work and small-scale inquiries 
(practitioner Inquiry) to the international community of physics educators. We encourage physics education 
researchers and tertiary-level educators to seek interested teachers in their countries and to encourage them to 
participate in the 4th WCPE with their ideas for innovative teaching and inquiry results of the reflection on their own 
teaching practice. The scientific program will be structured according to the strands listed below. The conference 
schedule is planned with plenaries representing contemporary burning questions in physics education and physics 
teacher education in a broader context of global challenges. In addition, parallel oral presentations, workshops, and 
symposia sessions will be organized. Poster sessions are planned separately from oral presentations.  
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4th WORLD CONFERENCE IN PHYSICS EDUCATION (continued) 
 
The 4th WCPE strands:  

1) Physics curricula,  
2) Competence-based physics education 
3) Teaching and learning physics concepts  
4) Multimedia, AR, VR and AI in physics education 
5) Remote physics teaching and learning  
6) Experiments and practical work in physics education  
7) Evaluation and assessment of student learning and development  
8) Physics teacher education and professional learning 
9) Metacognition in physics education  
10) Physics for the environment and social issues  
11) Contemporary physics, modern physics in schools and universities  
12) Physics in STEM education and interdisciplinary approaches  
13) Identity and belonging in physics  
14) Outreach of physics  

 
The 4th WCPE Advisory Board:

● Angela Fösel, Germany 
● Christiano Mattos, Brazil 
● Claudio Fazio, Italy 
● David Sands, the UK 
● Edit Yerushalmi, Israel  
● Eilish McLoughlin, Ireland  

● Jenaro Guisasola, Spain 
● Manjula Devi Sharma, Australia  
● Marisa Michelini, Italy 
● Paul Logman, the Netherlands 
● Stamatis Vokos, USA 
● Tetyana Antimirova, Canada

 
Important dates: 

Abstract submission:   19 March 2024 
Notification of acceptance:  25 April 2024 
Early bird registration:   15 May 2024 
Regular registration:   15 June 2024 
Late registration:   10 July 2024 

 
The Call for Abstracts will be open in January 2024. Contributions will be reviewed by two reviewers from two 
different countries and selected based on their joint opinions. 
 
Local Organizing Committee: 

Dagmara Sokołowska (chair), Jagiellonian University; Witold Zawadzki, Jagiellonian University;
Tomasz Greczyło, University of Wrocław; Mirela Kaczmarek, University of Wrocław.

 
Email contact with 4th WCPE LOC: 4wcpe@uj.edu.pl  

For further information, please visit the 4th WCPE conference site: https://indico.cern.ch/event/1162407/ 
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GIREP 2025 CONFERENCE IN LEIDEN, THE NETHERLANDS 

Transforming physics learning via research and practice 
 

June 30th to July 4th, 2025 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
The GIREP 2025 Conference will be held in Leiden, The Netherlands. It is organized by the International Research 
Group on Physics Teaching – GIREP [Groupe International de Recherche sur l’Enseignement de la Physique] and two 
institutes at Leiden University: the Leiden Institute of Physics (LION) and the Leiden University Graduate School of 
Teaching (ICLON). 

The live programme is planned from Monday morning until Friday afternoon and will consist of plenary talks, parallel 
oral sessions, symposia, workshops and poster sessions. In addition, social events will allow you to both network and 
experience Leiden and The Netherlands optimally. 

Additionally, GIREP 2025 will also welcome some hybrid contributions. The hybrid contributions will be integrated 
into regular sessions to allow for live feedback, questions, and answers. 

Local Organizing Committee: 
● Paul Logman (Leiden University (LION & ICLON), The Netherlands) - chair 
● Ed van den Berg (The Netherlands) 
● Roeland van der Rijst (Leiden University (ICLON), The Netherlands) 
● Michiel de Dood (Leiden University (LION), The Netherlands) 
● Marije Boonstra (Leiden University (LION), The Netherlands) 
● Michelle Willebrands (Leiden University (LION), The Netherlands) - pr 

 
For further information, please visit the GIREP 2025 conference site: https://indico.cern.ch/event/1175859/  

Conference e-mail address: girep2025@physics.leidenuniv.nl 
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GIREP-EPEC 2023 CONFERENCE IN KOSICE, SLOVAKIA 

 
GIREP-EPEC 2023 was held  in Košice, Slovakia from 3-7 July 2023 under the theme Physics learning promoting culture 
and addressing societal issues. The conference was hosted in blended form and included both on-site and online 
participation. It was organized by the International Research Group on Physics Teaching – GIREP (Groupe International 
de Recherche sur l’Enseignement de la Physique), the Physics Education Division of European Physical Society (EPS-
PED), Faculty of Science, Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in Košice and the Slovak Physical Society. 
 
The conference attracted 396 contributors from 24 countries around the world, with 217 actively participating either 
through live, face-to-face contributions or via hybrid formats in Košice. Most of the participants were from universities, 
while others came from institutes and some from schools. There were twelve thematic strands connected to oral 
contributions (each number in parentheses indicates the number of oral contributions within each thematic strand): 

SCH (28): Innovative strategies and pathways to improve physics education at school 
UNI (22): Innovative strategies and pathways to improve physics education at university 
CUR (5): Innovative curricula for physics teaching, learning and assessment 
LAB (13): Lab work and experiments in physics education.  
PTE (16): Physics teacher education and professional learning communities  
CMP (15): Contemporary physics and modern physics at school 
REM (1): Teaching and Learning in remote and online environments 
DIG (6): Digital technologies in physics education 
INF (5): Informal learning and non-formal learning of physics 
INT (10): Interdisciplinary approaches and physics in STEM education 
IDE (2): Students’ identity, inclusion and wellbeing in physics learning 
COL (2): School - university collaborations 

 
The dominant track focusing on innovative strategies at the school (SCH) and university level (UNI) had the highest 
number of 50 contributions (28+22). Notable emphasis was also placed on physics teacher education and professional 
learning communities (PTE), with 16 presentations, and contemporary physics at school (CMP), with 15 presentations.  
 
The seven plenary speakers contributed unique perspectives relating to the conference theme. 

➢ Mojca Čepič, Faculty of Education, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. From theoretical studies of liquid 
crystals to professional learning communities of teachers. 
➢ Anna Danielsson, Department of Teaching and Learning, Stockholm University, Sweden. Unexpected 
trajectories into higher education physics: Perspectives on gender, identity and culture. 
➢ Eilish McLoughlin, School of Physical Sciences & CASTeL, Dublin City University, Ireland. Physics Teacher 
Professional Learning: innovative models for promoting culture and addressing societal issues. 
➢ Ian Bearden, Niels Bohr Institute, University of Copenhagen, Denmark. The importance of laboratory 
instruction in the physics curriculum. 
➢ Italo Testa, Physics Department “E. Pancini”, University of Naples Federico II, Naples, Italy. Use of 
quantitative methods in Physics Education Research: searching for new perspectives to inform theory and 
practice. 
➢ Ľubomír Antoni and Gabriel Semanišin, Faculty of Science, Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in Košice, Slovakia. 
Challenges in AI-generated physics education. 
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GIREP-EPEC 2023 CONFERENCE IN KOSICE, SLOVAKIA

The conference was organized in four parallel oral sessions with one additional session for workshops and two poster 
sessions. During the conference, 172 contributions from 396 authors were presented, 139 live and 33 in hybrid mode. 
Among them, there were 5 symposia (four live and one hybrid), 74 oral live presentations, 33 oral hybrid presentations, 
40 posters, and 13 live and one hybrid workshops. The invited lectures were broadcast, and special hybrid sessions 
were held for online presentations by active distant participants.  
 
One conference day, Tuesday, July 4, 2023, was open and free for secondary school teachers, who were invited to 
attend selected lectures, oral, and workshop sessions. The content of these sessions was carefully chosen to provide 
valuable contributions that could enhance the teachers' practices and facilitate potential collaborations between them 
and researchers in physics education. 
 
On Friday, the last day of the conference, participants were treated to an excursion in the renowned Tokaj region, 
which included wine tasting. Additionally, two sightseeing tours of Košice were arranged during the conference to 
introduce participants to the host city. A special social dinner was held on Thursday evening, featuring a physics 
teacher who is also a musician capable of playing multiple instruments. His folk music band provided entertainment 
for the evening. 
 
GIREP awarded the Sara Barbieri award to Antónia Juhásová from Košice, Slovakia. There were several prizes awarded 
for excellent presentations of young researchers, namely: 
• Sophia Chroszczinsky, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin  
• Mirela Kaczmarek, University of Wrocław, Poland 
• Anna-Leena Kähkönen, University of Jyväskylä, Finland 
• Jonathan Grothaus, University of Würzburg, Germany, 
• Tommaso Rosi, University of Trento, Italy 
• Irene Sualdin, Primary school teacher and actress, Trieste, Italy 
• Fanni Vitkoczi, Eötvös Loránd University, Eötvös Lorand University Trefort Ágoston (Secondary) Training 
School, Budapest, Hungary 
• Peitsa Veteli, Helsinki Institute of Physics, Helsinki, Finland 
 
Thomas Schubatzky, University of Innsbruck, Austria, was awarded a prize for the best young researcher presentation. 
 
The conference website provides further details about the entire conference, including abstracts, sessions, and 
additional resources: https://indico.cern.ch/event/1162406/ 
  
We draw special attention to the comprehensive book of extended abstracts prepared in digital form, featuring 410 
pages with details about the contributions. This volume also includes an ISBN and an author index with active links for 
easy navigation and reference: 
(https://indico.cern.ch/event/1162406/attachments/2724005/4738517/2023GIREP-BookExtendedAbstracts.pdf) 
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GIREP THEMATIC GROUPS (GTGs) 
 

GIREP Thematic Groups (GTG) are focused communities of GIREP members interested in sharing their expertise in 
particular facets of physics education, from working with children, through undergraduate work, to teacher training. 
The aim of the GTG is to stay in touch as critical friends, exchanging thoughts, materials and findings from the varied 
contexts in which we work and contribute to GIREP activities on the topic of GTG. The GTG leaders take responsibility 
for involving and organising the participation of GTG colleagues in conferences: offering an activity (workshop or 
poster-symposium, symposium) in each Conference or Seminar of GIREP https://www.girep.org/thematic-groups/ 
 

GTG Title: GTG leaders 

Cultural Understanding of 
Physics: instruments and 
methods (CUP) 

Marco Giliberti, University of Milan, Italy 

Energy  Paula Heron, University of Washington, USA 

Games with the Purpose of 
Physics Education (GaPE) 

Marilù Chiofalo, University of Pisa, Italy 
Sabrina Maniscalco, University of Helsinki, Finland 

Innovative Pedagogical Methods 
for University Physics  

Gerald Feldman, George Washington University, USA  
Guillaume Schiltz, ETH Zürich, Switzerland 

Laboratory Based Teaching in 
Physics (LabTiP)  

Ian Bearden, Niels Bohr Institute University of Copenhagen, Denmark 
Paul Logman, Leiden Institute of Physics, Leiden, The Netherlands 

Mathematics in Physics 
Education  Gesche Pospiech, Technische Universität Dresden, Germany 

Multiple External 
Representation in Physics 
Education Research (MER@PER) 

Christoph Hoyer, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, Germany 
Stefan Küchemann, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, Germany 
Jochen Kuhn, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, Germany 

Physics and Society Aristotelis Gkiolmas, University of Athens, Greece 

Physics Education Research at 
University (PERU)  Jenaro Guisasola, University of the Basque Country, Spain   

Physics Preparation of Teachers 
in Grades K-6  

Stamatis Vokos, California Polytechnic State University-San Luis Obispo, USA 
Federico Corni, Libera Università di Bolzano, Italy 

Strategies for Active Learning 
(SAL)  Claudio Fazio, University of Palermo, Italy 

Teaching and Learning Quantum 
Physics 

Sergej Faletič, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia  
Marisa Michelini, University of Udine, Italy  
Gesche Pospiech, Technische Universität Dresden, Germany  

TPACK in Physics Teacher 
Education M. Fatih Taşar, Gazi Üniversitesi, Turkey 
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GIREP PUBLICATIONS WITH SPRINGER 

 
A series of GIREP books have been published based on a written agreement between GIREP and Springer since 2016. 
The agreement with Springer supports the publication of Books of Selected Papers from GIREP conferences. The books 
published by Springer are accessible for each GIREP member via the members area of the GIREP website. 
 

 

 
 
 

⮚ Selected papers presented in GIREP 2023 Conference, Physics learning promoting culture and addressing societal issues, 
In preparation. 

⮚ Selected papers presented in GIREP 2022 Conference, Effective learning in physics from contemporary physics to remote 
settings, In preparation. 

⮚ Selected papers presented in 3rd World Conference in Physics Education 2021, Physics Education Today: Innovative 
Methodologies, Tools and Evaluation (eds. C. Fazio & P. Logman). Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2024. 

⮚ Selected papers presented in GIREP Webinar 2021,  Physics Teacher Education: More about what matters  (eds. J. Borg 
Marks and P. Galea). Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2023. 

⮚ Selected papers presented in GIREP-ICPE-EPEC-MPTL Conference 2020, Physics Teacher Education: What Matters? (eds. 
JB Marks, P. Galea, S. Gatt  & D. Sands). Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2022. 

⮚ Selected papers presented in GIREP-ICPE-EPEC-MPTL Conference 2019, Teaching-learning contemporary physics, from 
research to practice, (eds. C. Sükösd and B. Jarosievitz). Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2021. 

⮚ Selected papers presented in GIREP-MPTL Conference 2018, Research and Innovation in Physics Education: Two Sides of 
the Same Coin (eds. J. Guisasola and K. Zuza). Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2020. 

⮚ Selected papers presented in GIREP-ICPE-EPEC Conference 2017, Concepts, Strategies and Models to Enhance Physics 
Teaching and Learning (eds. E. McLoughlin, P. van Kampen). Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2019. 

⮚ Selected papers from 2nd WCPE in Sao Paolo 2016, Upgrading Physics Education to Meet the Needs of Society (ed. M. 
Pietrocola Pinto de Oliveira). Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2019. 

⮚ Selected papers presented in GIREP Seminar 2016, The Role of Laboratory Work in Improving Physics Teaching and 
Learning (eds. D. Sokołowska, M. Michelini). Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2018. 
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GIREP PUBLICATIONS WITH INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A written agreement has been signed between GIREP and IOP to enable proceedings of the GIREP 
Conference/Seminars from 2016-2023 to be published online under open access. 
 

IOP Journal of Physics Conference Series (Open access): 

⮚ Online proceedings of the GIREP 2023 Conference, Physics learning promoting culture and addressing societal 
issues, In preparation. 

⮚ Online proceedings of the GIREP 2022 Conference, Effective learning in physics from contemporary physics to 
remote settings, In preparation. 

⮚ Online proceedings of the 3rd World Conference in Physics Education (2021) Innovating physics education: 
from research to practice (eds. C. Fazio and P. Logman) 

⮚ Online proceedings of the 2021 GIREP Webinar Malta Physics Teacher Education – More about what matters? 
(eds. J. Borg Marks and P. Galea). 

⮚ Online proceedings of the 2020 GIREP Webinar Malta, Physics Teacher Education What Matters? (eds. JB 
Marks, P. Galea, S. Gatt & D. Sands).  

⮚ Online proceedings of the 2019 GIREP-ICPE-EPEC-MPTL Conference in Budapest, Teaching-learning 
contemporary physics, from research to practice, (eds. C. Sükösd and B. Jarosievitz). 

⮚ Online proceedings of the 2018 GIREP-MPTL Conference in San Sebastian, Research and Innovation in 
Physics Education: Two Sides of the Same Coin (eds. J. Guisasola and K. Zuza). 

⮚ On-line Proceedings of the 2017 GIREP-ICPE-EPEC Conference Bridging Research and Practice in Physics 
Teaching and Learning (eds. E. McLoughlin, P. van Kampen). 

⮚ On-line Proceedings of the 2016 GIREP Seminar in Krakow, Research-based proposals for improving teaching 
and learning – focus on laboratory work (ed. D. Sokolowska). 
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1st SPECIALIST SEMINAR ON EMBODIED EDUCATION 
 
 

The 1st Specialist Seminar on Embodied Education will be hosted by the 
MultiLab Group of the Faculty of Education, Free University of Bozen-
Bolzano, Bressanone Campus, Italy, from 26 to 28 September 2024.  
With this seminar, we aim to bring together researchers and educators 
who are working in different areas of Embodied Education (EE). We 
would like to create a setting where participants can learn from each 
other for furthering research on the foundations of EE, and for 
developing innovative approaches to EE, particularly for educating 
primary and secondary school teachers (i.e., teacher training).  

 
Four keynote speakers will provide inspiration and suggestions. The invited speakers are: 

• Shaun Gallagher - Department of Philosophy, The University of Memphis, USA 
• Magdalena Kersting - Department of Science Education, University of Copenhagen, Denmark 
• Athanasios Papaioannou - Department of Physical Education and Sport Science, University of 
Thessaly, Greece 
• Jordan Zlatev - Division for Cognitive Semiotics, Lund University, Sweden 

 
To facilitate productive theoretical and practical activities during the seminar, we want to work on the 
following four concepts: 

(1) Balancing the body. 
(2) Conceptual blending. 
(3) Emotions, motivation, and the body. 
(4) The body and energy. 

[For more informa6on on these concepts, see the short descriptions below.]  
 
Participants are invited to work on one of these subjects during the seminar. To facilitate the creation of four 
study groups, we kindly ask prospective participants to provide a short outline of their expertise and to share 
ideas and questions related to the concept(s) they would like to be engaged with during the specialist 
seminar. These notes will be available on the seminar website to all participants in July 2024. 
 
There will be ample time to share individual perspectives and work on the concept of choice— we encourage 
participants to make use of embodied practices during group work, whenever possible. The results of 
reflections, suggestions, and practice will be shared between the study groups at the end of the seminar. 
We are planning to publish the results of the seminar either in a book or in a special issue of 
a journal, after the seminar, we will invite participants to contribute to this endeavour. 
 
More details will be available on the conference website: 
https://www.unibz.it/en/events/1st-specialist-seminar-on-embodied-education 
Email: multilab@unibz.it 
 
The short outlines should be sent to multilab@unibz.it by June 15, 2024; please state your preference for 
one of the four concepts listed above and add what would be your second choice. Notices of acceptance will 
be sent by June 30, 2024. Conference fees are €150. 
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1st SPECIALIST SEMINAR ON EMBODIED EDUCATION (Continued) 
 
 
Short descriptions of the four concepts 
 

(1) Balancing the Body 
The direct embodied experiencing of balance, including practicing it wilfully in physical engagement in 
general and in sports in particular, leads to a schematic-abstract structure in our mind. This schema (called 
the image-schema of balance in cognitive linguistics) is used imaginatively (by metaphoric projection) for a 
great many different examples of human activity in realms ranging from the psychological, artistic, and social 
(political and economic) all the way to our encounters with natural phenomena. 
 

(2) Conceptual Blending 
Through the development of the theory of conceptual blending, Fauconnier and Turner argue that “all our 
learning and thinking consists of blends of metaphors based on simple bodily experiences.” By drawing from 
and integrating structures from different conceptual spaces, we form novel features that did not exist in the 
original spaces. 
 

(3) Emotions, motivation, and the body 
Emotions find expression in the body, moving the body. Certain emotional situations influence the tense 
state of the body and the quality of its movement, breathing and thinking. So, body awareness is an 
irreplaceable resource for sensing (discerning, feeling) the emotional process as a flow of energy and 
information and can be a resource to consciously regulate and guide them. This means that the body has a 
mind, and the mind has a heart: all these dimensions find their healthiest condition in integration. 
 

(4) The body and energy 
Energy, or, more colloquially, force or power, is a broad concept that arises from embodied experiences of 
(causative or “forceful”) encounters we have with nature, with other people in social situations, and with 
our personal emotions and feelings. It makes its way into academic fields such as physics, biology, ecology, 
economy, geopolitics, and policy, where its meaning is formalized, restricted, and therefore changed, at least 
to some degree. However, in all these fields, it pays off to rediscover the embodied meaning of the concept. 
 

 
 
 
 

MultiLab is a Faculty Laboratory committed to promoting active, partcipatory, and generative learning for future teachers, in-
service teachers, and pupils (pre-school and primary school, but not only). Conceived as an educational space and 
multidisciplinary research centre on embodiment and imaginative education, MultiLab brings together academics, researchers, 
internship service managers in a wide range of fields. 
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             FUTURE CONFERENCES 

● 4th World Conference in Physics Education (WCPE) 
Aug 26 – 30, 2024 in Krakow, Poland 

● 2025 GIREP conference June 30 to July 4, 2025, in 
Leiden, The Netherlands 

 

 

 

GIREP MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL & FEES

We would like to remind you that you can pay your 
GIREP membership fee (40 euro per year per January 
1st, 2024) either by bank transfer or “as a friend” via 
PayPal. Both possibilities are described in detail on the 
GIREP membership fees webpage:  
https://www.girep.org/membership-fees/.  
There is also a possibility to pay your GIREP 
membership fee using your credit card via PayPal 
(though this is slightly more costly than sending the fee 
to GIREP as “a friend” via PayPal). You can also visit the 
page http://www.girep.org/members-area/.  
Here, you can see your membership fee payment 
history. In any case of payment, please send an email 
to the GIREP treasurer (claudio.fazio@unipa.it) and 
inform him, that you have made the payment and what 
years your membership payment should be applied to. 
 
It should be noted that according the GIREP Statutes, 
Art.6, §5: "Members not paying their yearly fee 
before the 1st of July of the current year are no longer 
considered as members." So, please, be so kind and 
pay your membership fee in time.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

BENEFITS FOR GIREP VZW MEMBERS 

As a GIREP member you have exclusive access to 
the digital proceedings of the past GIREP 
conferences. In addition, you can get a reduced 
registration fee for GIREP conferences and for 
conferences of our partner organisations (see 
GIREP Newsletter 54). Since 2018, GIREP 
members get also free access codes to GIREP 
books published by Springer. 

 

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GIREP NEWSLETTER 
We would like to encourage all GIREP newsletter readers to participate in sharing news and ideas about physics 
teaching and learning and physics education research. Please, send contributions for the next GIREP Newsletter 
to GIREP Secretary, secretary@girep.org 
 
Credits: Headline photos taken from  www.flick.com ; author unknown; p. 14 (upper): photo based on work World Map by Sharrie Thai (CC BY 2.0), p.14 
(lower): Travel with Kapi – Prague by Doeki (CC BY-ND 2.0) 
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